
Aviation Alphabet
Why Are Letters and Numbers Important When Flying Airplanes?
Pilots use letters and numbers every time they fly! They help pilots know where to go, where to park, which
runway to use, and how to safely move around an airport.
Pilots also talk with air traffic controllers—people on the ground who help guide airplanes safely through the
airport and the sky. Because airports can be busy places, pilots and air traffic controllers need to
communicate quickly, clearly, and correctly.

How Do Pilots Use Letters and Numbers?
Explain to students that letters and numbers are like labels and directions for pilots. They can tell a pilot:

Where to park the airplane — such as Gate D34
Which runway to use — such as Runway 10R
Which taxiway to follow while moving around the airport
Which path to follow through the sky

You might ask students:
Where do you see letters and numbers being used to help people know where to go?
Why do you think pilots need to listen carefully to directions?
What could happen if a pilot heard the wrong letter or number?

Help students make connections to familiar examples, such as classroom numbers, street signs, bus
numbers, house numbers, or letters used to label different places.

Pilots Need to Communicate Clearly
When pilots and air traffic controllers talk over the radio, some letters can sound very similar. Imagine trying
to hear the difference between B, C, D, E, G, P, T, V, and Z over a noisy radio!

To make letters easier to understand, pilots use a special word for each 
letter of the alphabet. This is called the phonetic alphabet.

It is much easier to hear the difference between Charlie and Zulu than 
between the letters C and Z!  Encourage students to think like pilots and 
problem-solvers: How could using a special word for each letter help people communicate more clearly?

Why Does Clear Communication Matter?
Sometimes pilots need to change their route because of weather, other airplanes, or something
unexpected. Air traffic controllers may give them new directions, and pilots need to understand those
directions quickly.  Clear communication helps pilots, air traffic controllers, and everyone working together
make safe decisions.

AE Connection: Pilots don't just need to know how to fly an airplane. They also need to be careful
listeners, clear communicators, and strong problem-solvers. These are skills students can practice, too!

For example:

C is spoken as Charlie

D is spoken as Delta

P is spoken as Papa

Z is spoken as Zulu



Activity 1: Explore the Aviation Alphabet
Introduce students to the Aviation Alphabet by
reading it aloud together. Explain that pilots use a
special word for each letter so they can
communicate clearly—even when a radio is
noisy or hard to hear.
Help students make connections between the
Aviation Alphabet words and things they already
know. For example:

Alpha — like being first!
Bravo — like saying, “Great job!”
Charlie — maybe you know a person or
character named Charlie!

Tip: Have fun with it! Invite students to share their
own connections to the words. They do not need
to memorize the alphabet—the goal is to become
familiar with how pilots communicate.

Aviation Alphabet Activities

Activity 2: Spell a Name Like a Pilot
Now it’s time to practice communicating like a pilot!
Begin by saying your name and spelling it with regular letters. Then spell it again using the
Aviation Alphabet. Have students listen carefully and write down the letters they hear.
Reveal your name and see how they did!
Next, choose a student's name and work together as a class to spell it using the Aviation
Alphabet. Then have students work with a partner to practice spelling each other's names.
For younger students: Choose just the first letter of each student's name. Have students find
their letter on the Aviation Alphabet and discover their special aviation word.

Activity 3: Guess My Favorite Color
Turn the Aviation Alphabet into a guessing game!
Choose a favorite color, but don't say what it is. Spell the color using Aviation Alphabet words
while students listen and try to figure out your secret color.
For example, RED would be:
Romeo – Echo – Delta
Once students understand the game, have them work with a partner. One student chooses
and spells a color, while the other listens and tries to discover the answer.
AE Challenge: What other familiar words could students try—an animal, food, or favorite toy?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1biq8alKYywBzAge-4cmKoQfxJPwc7ikh/view?usp=share_link


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1biq8alKYywBzAge-4cmKoQfxJPwc7ikh/view?usp=share_link
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